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Sandwich  Public  Well  Investigation 

Sandwich,  Illinois 


Illinois  EPA  Investigation 

What  is  the  Sandwich  public  well  investigation?  Sandwich  has  three  public  water  supply 
wells  that  supply  drinking  water  to  Sandwich  residents.  Samples  from  two  of  these  wells  have 
shown  contamination  by  an  industrial  solvent,  trichloroethylene  (TCE).  The  Illinois 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  (Illinois  EPA)  will  begin  an  investigation  in  August  to 
determine  the  source  of  this  contamination. 

Is  the  drinking  water  provided  by  the  Sandwich  Public  Water  Supply  safe  to  drink?  Yes. 
Sandwich  treats  the  water  from  these  two  wells  and  does  not  distribute  water  to  the  public  that 
violates  U.  S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  (U.S.  EPA)  drinking  water  standards. 

Where  is  the  Illinois  EPA  focusing  its  investigation?  Currently,  the  Illinois  EPA  does  not 
have  information  linking  specific  properties  to  the  public  water  supply  well  contamination. 
Therefore,  the  agency  is  focusing  its  investigation  of  possible  sources  on  an  area  near  the  two 
contaminated  public  wells  where  current  or  former  businesses  used  TCE  in  their  operations. 

What  tasks  will  be  completed  during  the  study?  The  Illinois  EPA  and  Parsons  Engineering 
Sciences,  Inc  (an  Illinois  EPA  contractor)  will  complete  the  following  tasks  during  this  study: 

> sample  both  the  treated  and  the  untreated  water  from  all  three  of  the  Sandwich  public 
water  supply  wells, 

y sample  three  existing  groundwater  monitoring  wells, 

> sample  several  private  wells  in  the  vicinity  of  the  public  water  supply  wells, 

> measure  levels  of  groundwater  in  the  private  wells  and  monitoring  wells  to  establish  the 
direction  of  groundwater  flow  and 

> collect  soil  and  groundwater  samples  from  potential  sources  of  contaminants. 

For  what  chemicals  will  the  samples  be  tested?  TCE  is  in  a group  of  chemicals  called 
volatile  organic  compounds  (VOCs),  so  the  soil  and  water  samples  will  be  tested  for  VOCs. 
These  chemicals  are  called  “volatile”  because  they  evaporate  readily  at  room  temperature  and 
“organic”  because  they  contain  carbon. 

Why  is  the  Illinois  EPA  conducting  the  environmental  investigation  at  this  time?  The 

Illinois  EPA  has  undertaken  a major  initiative  to  review  sites  where  contamination  has  been 
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detected  in  public  water  supplies.  The  Illinois  EPA  Hazardous  Waste  Fund  is  being  used  for  this 
investigation. 

What  will  happen  next?  Using  information  from  this  investigation,  the  Illinois  EPA  will  review 
the  data  to  decide  if  additional  investigative  work  needs  to  be  undertaken.  If  the  Illinois  EPA 
identifies  the  source  of  the  contamination,  the  responsible  parties  will  be  asked  to  provide  a 
remedy.  The  public  will  be  notified  of  all  the  investigation  results  except  results  from  individual 
private  well  samples.  The  Illinois  EPA  considers  private  well  sample  results  confidential  and 
does  not  release  individual  results  or  addresses  of  private  well  owners.  However,  if  there  is 
litigation,  legal  proceedings  may  require  disclosure. 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION:  You  may  contact: 

Virginia  Forrer,  Community  Relations  Coordinator 

Illinois  EPA  Mail  Code  #5 

1021  North  Grand  Ave.,  East 

P.O.  Box  19276 

Springfield,  IL  62794-9276 

Telephone:  217/785-1269 

Email:  Virginia. Forrer@epa.state.il. us 


Rebecca  Oswald,  Project  Manager 

Illinois  EPA 

951 1 West  Harrison 

Des  Plaines,  IL  60016 

Telephone:  847-294-4000 


MEDIA  CONTACT: 

Maggie  Carson 
217/558-1536 
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